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Operation Happy Holidays
Thank you to everyone who helped make the 24th annual Operation Happy Holidays a
success! Volunteers and employees of 1st Liberty Federal Credit Union came together
to help prepare and ship care packages to approximately 150 troops deployed from
Montana bases during the holiday.
Throughout 2022, people from
across Montana and the country
have donated money to help pay
for the items being sent. Each care
package includes High Country
beef jerky and huckleberry taffy to
help remind our troops of home.
Montana stickers and holiday greeting cards made by
local elementary school students can also be found in
the packages.
Thank you to those of you who generously donated, and to the volunteers, schools,
and staff who made this all possible! Without your help, we would be unable to spread
holiday cheer or express our gratitude and appreciation in such a special way for the
daily sacrifice our troops make to protect our freedom.

Remembering Rhonda
Grindeland

Wishing You a
Happy New Year

It is with heavy hearts that we note the passing of Rhonda
Grindeland, 61, of Great Falls, MT. Rhonda started at 1st
Liberty as a Teller in our former Westside Branch and eventually
became the Branch Supervisor of our MAFB Branch for several
years. She is remembered for her positive attitude, infectious
laugh, and the ability to help our members achieve their
financial goals. She is remembered as being a caring individual
who truly loved life. Rhonda will be dearly missed.

As we look back at 2022, we are reminded of what makes our
Credit Union truly great - you! Thank you for your dedication
and loyalty to 1st Liberty, and for being a Member with us.
We are excited for what the New Year will bring as we continue
to meet your banking needs, and we hope you are too! From
all of us at 1st Liberty, we wish you and your family a happy,
healthy, and safe New Year!

Common Holiday Scams to Watch Out For

T

he holidays should be a time for family and celebration, without the stress of dealing with fraud. Below is a list we compiled of common scams you should watch out for this holiday season.

IRS Scams - Taxpayers should be aware of tax-related scams, such as social security scams. These scams involve scammers
claiming to be from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). They scare their targets by telling them they need to pay overdue
taxes or they will shut off their social security number. They will also threaten to bring in local law-enforcement to have the
taxpayer arrested for not paying. If you receive a call with these threats the IRS recommends you just hang up. The IRS will
never call to receive immediate payment or demand taxes be paid without giving a notice. To learn more about IRS scams
visit www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-should-be-on-the-lookout-for-new-version-of-ssn-scam.

Package Delivery Scams - This type of scam often starts with a text message or an email about delivering a package to
your address. The messages will usually include a tracking link that you are urged to click on. In many cases the link will lead
to a website that prompts you to enter personal identifying information, or the website may install malware on your device.
If you receive a message that you believe to be a scam, contact the delivery carrier directly or use the retailer’s tracking tools.
To learn more about package delivery scams go to www.fcc.gov/how-identify-and-avoid-package-delivery-scams.

Missed Package Scams - The missed package scam involves someone leaving a note on your door that claims they have a
package for you that couldn’t be delivered. There is often a phone number on the note for you to call back. If you choose to
call the number, you will likely be asked questions related to your personal identity. Scammers then use this information to
commit fraud. If you receive a note that you believe is suspicious, look at it closely for any mistakes or other signs that it could
be fraud. To learn more about missed package scams go to www.fcc.gov/how-identify-and-avoid-package-delivery-scams.

Gift Card Scams - Gift cards are the most common way scammers seek payment from their targets. This scam involves
receiving a fake email or text that appears to be from someone you know. Scammers typically pretend to be an executive at
your company asking you to get these gift cards for work-related purposes. They may also pretend to be a family member of
friend claiming to need help ordering gift cards. If you receive a message that you believe is fraud, reach out directly to the
person to confirm its legitimacy. To learn more about gift card scams go to www..aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2019/
gift-card.html

Social Media Scams - During the holidays you may see promotions on social media offering gift cards or vouchers for
simply completing a survey. These surveys are usually not real and they are only used as a means of capturing personal information. You may also see prizes for sharing or liking a post on social media, but doing this could install malware on your
device. Be cautious on social media, especially with enticing offers that seem too generous. To learn more about social media
scams go to www.josephsteinberg.com/beware-these-7-holiday-season-social-media-scams/.
If you do happen to become a victim to fraud, here are the steps you should take:
• Change all passwords
• Report the scam to FTC
• Alert your banks and credit institutions
• Report the crime to local law enforcement
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Toys for Tots

T

oys for Tots is an organization that provides new toys
to children in need throughout
the country. In 2021, they distributed nearly 9,500 toys to
almost 3,000 children. Because
several counties are served by
the North Central Montana division of Toys for Tots, it is
especially important to help meet the needs of children in
our communities. Between two
of our branches that served as
drop-off locations – RH Scott
and Riverview – we were able to
fill two boxes full of toys! Thank
you to everyone who provided a
donation and helped spread extra
holiday cheer.

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY:
MONDAY, JANUARY 16
PRESIDENTS’ DAY:
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
We would like to congratulate and thank those employees
and volunteers who will be celebrating milestones in the
fourth quarter of 2022. We appreciate your hard work and
loyalty and look forward to your continued contributions to
the success of 1st Liberty FCU.

CONGRATULATIONS:

Let Us Help You
Make a House

Your Home!
Handle your home
improvements, cover
college tuition or
consolidate debt with a
Home Equity Line of
Credit

Terry Schneweis 		

15 Years

Important Tax Refund
Information
Per 1st Liberty’s procedures, any income tax refunds
received via ACH must be deposited into an account
bearing the name or names on the income tax refund.
if the refund is a joint refund, it must go into a joint
account owned by the same people named on the
refund.

Tax Refund?
Use IRS direct! Enter 1st Liberty’s

ABA (routing) number 292977349

on your IRS 1040 form in the section labeled
“Refund”.
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We put YOU 1st
Board of Directors Volunteers Wanted

W

e welcome those who have a passion for the credit union movement and are interested in creating a positive
impact for those in their community to serve as a volunteer on the Board of Directors. This is a great opportunity to engage in the general direction of our credit union. To follow the protocol specified in the bylaws of the credit
union, the necessary forms must be completed and received by 1st Liberty no later than February 10, 2023. Nominations for vacancies may be made by petition signed by 1% of the membership. The election will not be conducted by
ballot and there will be no nominations from the floor when there is only one nominee for each position to be filled.
The duties of the Board of Directors are to oversee the general operation of the credit union, to set policy, and to adhere to the bylaws and federal regulations that govern federal credit unions. The volunteer committees support the
Board of Directors. Interested individuals should display a strong sense of responsibility, a desire to promote the credit
union mission, and have knowledge in some area of credit union activity. Ideal candidates should have a background
in finance and/or business, be willing to donate 2-5 hours a month to serve, be bondable and be able to be approved
by the NCUA. Board members are elected for a two year term and are scheduled to attend monthly board meetings,
annual meeting, and strategic planning sessions. All members, 18 or older, are eligible to hold any office in the credit
union and may be appointed to serve on committees.
If you are interested in volunteering your time and becoming one of the essential pieces of the credit union movement,
View our rates at www.1stlibrty.org
please submit a letter of interest and an updated BIO to the Secretary of the Board of Directors at:

Secretary of the Board of Directors
1st Liberty Federal Credit Union
P.O. Box 5002
Great Falls, MT 59403-5002

Local: 1-406-761-8300
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Outside: 1-800-824-0585

LOCATIONS
Robert H Scott Branch
6200 3rd Avenue North
Great Falls MT 59405

10th Ave South Branch
Riverview Branch
Malmstrom AFB Branch
505 10th Avenue South
401 Smelter Avenue NE 228 75th St North Bldg. 1082
Great Falls MT 59405
Great Falls MT 59404
MAFB MT 59402

Conrad Branch
202 South Main Street
Conrad MT 59425

Cut Bank/Browning Branch
310 West Main Street
Cut Bank MT 59427

Shelby Branch
121 1st Ave SE
Shelby, MT 59474
Follow us at:

